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I. Introduction

II. Methods

III. Results

Cedar Breaks National Monument, through public
observation forms, has documented wildlife
sightings in less than 10% of the monument’s area.
To begin understanding the species diversity that
remains unseen by visitors, a pilot wildlife
monitoring survey began at Cedar Breaks National
Monument (see Figure 1). The survey started the
inventory of wildlife species found in Cedar Breaks
National Monument using trail camera survey
methods.

A trail camera, which uses motion detection
to cue picture taking, was placed and left at a
site for a time spanning from a week to a
month. After camera retrieval:
1. Photos without wildlife were deleted
2. The presence of a species was
determined by the occurrence in photos
3. Detection rates for each of the present
species were calculated

There were 2,850 detections of wildlife
across 10 different species. Among
infrequently detected wildlife, dusky grouse
had the greatest rate of detection per
camera night of 0.0069. Mountain lion had a
detection rate of 0.0066 and raven had a
detection rate of 0.0061 (see Figure 2).
Among the most common wildlife detected,
deer had the greatest rate of detection per
camera night of 2.88. The second greatest
detection rate was 0.29 for elk (see Figure 3).

Figure 1 – Survey Area

Over the summer and fall of 2017, 82 unique camera sites
were surveyed throughout Cedar Breaks National
Monument.
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Figure 2 – Infrequently Detected Wildlife

Detections per camera night for the infrequently detected wildlife species.

Detections per camera night for the most
commonly detected wildlife species.

IV. Conclusions
Cedar Breaks National Monument has a variety
of wildlife species. Some of these species, such
as mountain lions, have been recorded less on
public observation forms (1 detection)
compared to trail cameras in the backcountry
(7 detections). Current recording methods for
wildlife has led to an incomplete knowledge of
the resource. Since knowledge on wildlife
resources is essential for management
decisions, a more in-depth wildlife survey
needs to be completed to provide accurate data
on wildlife presence, absence, and abundance
in Cedar Breaks National Monument.

